
 
 

 

REL 395 Psalms and Israelite Worship 
Spring 2019 

Jackson’s Point, March 18-22, 2019  

 
 

Instructor Name: Bruce Power, PhD 

BoothUC Email: bruce_power@boothuc.ca 

Duration:  February 18 – May 17, 2019 

In person intensive at Jackson’s Point March 18-22, 2019 

Delivery Mode:   Hybrid 

Credits:   3 credit hours 

Prerequisites:   REL 100 and one 200 level course or two courses at the 200 level 

 

Voluntary Withdrawal Deadline:   April 19, 2019 

Time Extension Application Deadline: May 3, 2019 

 

 

Course Information 
 

Course Description 

 

Long a favourite portion of the Bible, the book of Psalms offers a challenge to interpreters at 

every level of expertise. How do these words of men and women become the word of God? 

And how do they become our words once again? We will explore the invitation to dialogue 

with God and each other presented by the book of Psalms, attempting to discover how 

these ancient words have continuing relevance to modern life by careful attention to both 

the original context and the book’s editorial structures. 

 

We will examine the entire collection, giving particular attention to the method by which we 

interpret texts. The course will introduce various methods and tools to be used in the 

interpretation of biblical texts, and will work through a variety of psalms from hermeneutic 

to homiletic. 
 

This will be done in a seminar setting. 

 

 

Learning Outcomes for Students 

 

The student will work through the text of Psalms both individually, and in the seminar 

format of the course. Students will be expected to read the text assigned for each class, 

developing and articulating their own questions and concerns, and supplementing class 

work by other reading and reflection. 

mailto:bruce_power@boothuc.ca


 

The interests of the class will determine the emphasis placed on various issues and 

questions. During each class meeting students may feel free to bring any issues or 

questions arising from their readings and reflection into focus.  

 

By the conclusion of the course the student will have benefited from several close readings 

of the text, will have developed their own working understanding of the Psalter, and 

researched a particular area of interest in detail. 

 

 

Required Textbooks 

 

Clifford, Richard J. Psalms 1-72. Abingdon Old Testament Commentaries. Nashville: 

Abingdon, 2002. ISBN 0-687-02711-X 

 

Clifford, Richard J. Psalms 73-150. Abingdon Old Testament Commentaries. Nashville: 

Abingdon, 2003. ISBN 0-687-06468-6 

 
Miller, Patrick. They Cried to the Lord. The Form and Theology of Biblical Prayer. Minneapolis: 

Fortress, 1994. ISBN 0-8006-2762-8 
 
 

Course Outline 

 

Monday am  Introduction 
   The canonical shaping of the Psalms 

   Reading Hebrew poetry 

   David as a prototype  

      = ‘the man after God’s own heart’ 

   Methodology and ‘tools’ 

 

   We will work our way through the text in class as follows: 

    

   Book I 

 

Monday pm  The wise and the foolish 1-14 

   Entering the throne room 15-24 

 

Tuesday am  Teach me your way  25-32 

   The human condition  33-41 

    

   Book II 

  

Tuesday pm  Songs of the Sons of Korah 42-49 

   A Psalm of Asaph  50 

  

Wednesday am Davidic biography?  51-60 

   Ending the prayers of David 61-72 

 

   Book III 

 

Wednesday pm Psalms of Asaph  73-83 

   How long? Korah and David 84-89 

 

   Book IV 

 



 

Thursday am YHWH reigns   90-100 

   ‘Gather us from the nations’ 101-106 

 

   Book V 

  

Thursday pm ‘Give Thanks to the LORD’ 107-118  

   An A-Z of Torah  119 

 

Friday am  Songs of Ascent  120-134 

   Hallelujah    135-150 

 

Friday pm  Drawing Conclusions 

 

 

Course Evaluation and Grading System 

 

Pre intensive - Read Miller pages 55-232. Write a one page summary of the most  

striking thing you have learned in this reading.  This is to be  

submitted by March 18, 2019.       10% 

 

Intensive -  Class participation (10% instructor/10% peer evaluation)  20% 

 

Post intensive -Paper on a major theme in Psalms detailing the book’s theological 

perspectives (12-15 pages).      40% 

Written declaration that all reading has been completed.  10% 

Reflection paper- How has my understanding of Psalms changed  

as a result of my studies? (2 pages).      20% 

 

 

All post intensive assignments are due by 24.00 (EST), May 17, 2019 and should be 

submitted by email as Word documents. 

 

 

Letter Grades & Grade Points 

 

A+  (4.5) Exceptional performance with evidence of outstanding original thinking, 

superior organization, exceptional capacity to analyze and synthesize, a superior grasp of 

the subject matter with sound critical evaluations, evidence of an extensive knowledge 
base. A final grade of A+ may be awarded only with the approval of the Academic Dean. 

A  (4.0) Excellent performance with evidence of excellent original thinking, excellent 

organization, excellent ability to analyze and synthesize, an excellent grasp of the subject 

matter with sound critical evaluations, evidence of an extensive knowledge base. 

B+  (3.5) Very good performance with evidence of original thinking, very good 

organization, demonstrated ability to analyze and synthesize, a very good grasp of the 

subject matter, evidence of good critical judgment, a very good understanding of the 
relevant issues under examination, very good familiarity with the relevant literature. 

B  (3.0) Good performance with evidence of a good grasp of the subject matter, 

evidence of critical capacity, good analytical ability, a good understanding of the relevant 
issues under examination, evidence of good familiarity with the relevant literature. 

C+  (2.5) Satisfactory performance with evidence of a satisfactory grasp of the 

subject matter, evidence of critical capacity, demonstrated analytical ability, an 

understanding of the relevant issues under examination, evidence of familiarity with the 

relevant literature. 



C   (2.0) Adequate performance with evidence of an adequate grasp of the subject 

matter; some evidence of critical capacity, an ability to develop solutions to simple 

problems found in the material; evidence of familiarity with some of the relevant 
literature. 

D   (1.0) Marginal performance with evidence of marginal familiarity with the subject 

matter and some evidence that critical and analytical skills have been used. 

F    (0) Inadequate performance with little evidence of even a superficial 

understanding of the subject matter; serious weaknesses in critical and analytical skills; 
limited or irrelevant use of the literature; failure to satisfy course requirements. 

The University College does not use a standard percentage scale to correspond to the 

letter grade and grade points. If an instructor intends to use a percentage scale, that 
scale will be included in the course syllabus. 

 

Resources 

  
Of many resources on Psalms, the following are highly recommended and employ a variety 

of approaches: 
 

Brueggemann, Walter. The Message of the Psalms. A Theological Commentary. Minneapolis: 
Augsburg, 1984. 

Brueggemann, Walter. The Psalms and the Life of Faith. Minneapolis: Fortress, 1995. 

Craigie, Peter. Psalms 1-50. Waco: Word, 1983. 

Day, John: Psalms. Old Testament Guides. Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1992. 

Flint, Peter W. and Patrick D. Miller (eds.) The Book of Psalms. Composition and Reception. 
SVT 99. Leiden: Brill, 2005. 

Gerstenberger, Erhard S. Psalms. Part 1, with an Introduction to Cultic Poetry. Grand 
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1988. 

Gerstenberger, Erhard S. Psalms. Part 2, and Lamentations. FOTL. Grand Rapids: 
Eerdmans, 2001. 

Gillingham, Susan. Psalms Through the Centuries. Blackwell, 2007. 

Gillingham, S. E. The Poems and Psalms of the Hebrew Bible. The Oxford Bible Series. 
Oxford: Oxford, 1994. 

Holladay, William. The Psalms through Three Thousand Years. Prayerbook of a Cloud of 
Witnesses. Minneapolis: Fortress, 1993. 

Keel, Othmar. The Symbolism of the Biblical World. Ancient Near Eastern Iconography and 
the Book of Psalms. Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns, 1997. 

Kraus, Hans-Joachim. Theology of the Psalms. Minneapolis: Augsburg, 1986. 

McCann, J. Clinton. A Theological Introduction to the Book of Psalms. The Psalms as Torah. 
Nashville: Abingdon, 1993. 

Miller, Patrick. They Cried to the Lord. The Form and Theology of Biblical Prayer. Minneapolis: 
Fortress, 1994. 

Moyise, Steve and Maarten J.J. Menken (eds.). The Psalms in the New Testament. London: T & 
T Clark, 2004. 

Sabourin, Leopold. The Psalms. Their Origin and Meaning. New York: Alba House, 1974. 

Whybray, Norman. Reading the Psalms as a Book. JSOT Supplement 222. Sheffield: 
Sheffield, 1996. 

Wilson, Gerald. The Editing of the Hebrew Psalter. Chico: Scholars, 1985. 

 



On Hebrew poetry: 

Alter, Robert. The Art of Biblical Poetry. New York: Basic, 1985. 

Petersen, David and Kent Richards. Interpreting Hebrew Poetry. Minneapolis: Fortress, 
1992. 

 
There is a vast literature on topics associated with the interpretation of Psalms. Bibliography to specific topics can 

be found in the relevant sections of technical commentaries and in some of the specialized studies in the 

bibliography If you need further help locating resources for your research paper or to pursue a matter of interest, 

please feel free to contact me. 

 

Academic Policies 

 

Academic Integrity 

It is a serious offence to present a piece of work for course credit as one’s own if the work 

or a portion thereof was done by some other person (plagiarism). Actions of plagiarism 

harm both the student and the reputation of the University College.  Plagiarism or any form 

of cheating in examinations or term tests (e.g. crib notes) is subject to serious academic 

penalty that may include loss of part or all of the marks for an assignment/test, failure in 

the course, dismissal from the University College, or other serious consequences.  

Plagiarism or cheating in a course in which a student is cross-registered with the University 

of Manitoba may lead to disciplinary action by the University according to its policies. 

 

To plagiarize is to take ideas or words of another person and pass them off as one’s own. In 

short, it is stealing something intangible rather than an object. Obviously it is not necessary 

to state the source of well-known or easily verifiable facts, but students are expected to 

acknowledge the sources of ideas and expressions they use in their written work, whether 

quoted directly or paraphrased. This applies to diagrams, statistical tables and the like, as 

well as to written material and materials or information from Internet sources.  Failure to do 

so constitutes plagiarism. It will also be considered plagiarism and/or cheating if a student 

submits an assignment in whole or in part by someone other than him/herself, or copies the 

answer or answers of another student in any test, examination, or take-home assignment.  

 

At the beginning of their program of study, all students are required to complete the 

prescribed plagiarism tutorial. 

 

Instructors are required to report all allegations of plagiarism or cheating to the Academic 

Dean before a grade is assigned. The original assignment is submitted to the Academic 

Dean.  

 

The Academic Dean will chair a joint meeting of student and instructor to hear both the 

allegations and the student’s response to the allegations. The Academic Dean will then 

make a determination whether or not plagiarism or cheating has in fact occurred and decide 

on appropriate disciplinary measures. The student and instructor will be notified of the 

Academic Dean’s decision in writing. A copy of the decision will be sent to the Registrar and 

University College President. The student has the right to appeal the decision of the 

Academic Dean (see Academic Appeals). 

 

Use of Personal Computers, Electronic Devices and Cell Phones in Booth 

Classrooms 

We consider the Booth classroom environment to be a special place of focused engagement 

between professors and students. As such, electronic devices are allowed in the classroom 

only for the purposes of course instruction. The use of computers, the internet (including 

email), downloaded material, or other electronic devices such as cell phones require the 

express permission of the instructor. Social networking sites such as Facebook, Twitter, 

blogging and other related activities are not permitted in Booth classrooms. The use of 

personal computers and other electronic devices in the classroom is a privilege which may 

be withdrawn at the discretion of the instructor. 


